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2024 IMPACT REPORT

AWAKEN THE POSSIBLE

2024 was a year of growth and possibility, as Meristem continued to
foster transformation, empowering young adults with Autism and
neurodiversity to gain confidence, independence, and belonging. Through
dedicated programming, compassionate support, and real-world skill-
building, students achieved milestones once thought impossible—from
building sustainable friendships, to enrolling in college or securing
employment. Each success is a testament to perseverance and the
unwavering support of our community. None of this would be possible
without you—our partners, families, and champions—who believe deeply
in our students’ limitless potential. Thank you for standing with us as we
awaken possibilities and build brighter futures together.

Erin Schirm

Executive Director of Meristerm




YOUNG ADULTS SERVED IN 2024

100% 100% 100%

are diagnosed with have comorbidity are young adults
Autism and/or have (one or more medical between 18 and 29
neurodiversities condition alongside years old

primary diagnosis)

100% 100% 100%

supported by staff to achieved at least one demonstrated
develop a personalized high level goal outlined increased social and
Individual Support in their Individual emotional capacity
Plan (ISP) Support Plan (ISP)
2,200+ % 1,000+
200+ 90% 1,
1:1 support meetings provided program attendance hours of transferrable
to young adults by Student rate achieved by employment skills
Coordinators students curriculum completed by

each student




‘ ‘ “When | arrived on the Meristem

campus | had no idea how to advocate for
D AY myself. Now, I can totally handle most
situations for myself, and | feel confident on

how to get my thoughts across. This is
PROGRAM

especially helpful when | go to sign up for my
college classes, and talk with my

professors.” , ’
- Meristem Graduate

o4 15,750+ 40+

students served healthy meals & snacks unigue course
through Meristem’s served to students, greatly offerings designed &
holistic Day Program improving nutrition taught by subject

experts

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

Meristem's Work Skills Program prepares students for employment,
while the Transformative Autism Program guides employers in
hiring and retaining neurodiverse employees.

/5 5,286

young adults placed hours worked by
in paid work skills student interns
internships, gaining acquiring work
transferable experience &
skills & training improving job-
readiness skills

200+

employers provided with ongoing
support & 25+ new employers
trained through TAP

$110,000+

wages earned by interns, increasing
their economic independence




‘ ‘ “[At Meristem] ... She

knows people care about her and

I N D E PE N D E NT her welfare. We know she is safe,

cared for and appreciated. Now
she is getting to try living outside

L I VI N G S KI L LS of our home with solid support.

We really don’t believe there

P R O G RA M ( I LS) could be a better place for her to

move into independence

than Meristem.” ’ ,
- Meristem Parent

36 wox N 100%

young adults supported ) ' ) of ILS participants
. X f |
developing their skills & demonstrated increased

Ind d useable budgets for .
ndependence household shopping independence

SOCIAL ENTERPRISES

Meristem'’s Social Enterprises provide exceptional products &
services, promote autism awareness, and provide employment,
training & integration opportunities for neurodiverse adults.

400+

unique customers served by
student interns & employees
at The Meristem Cafe

100+

Herbal Arts subscription boxes &

hundreds of additional products
created and sold by students &
staff

105

nights of Bed & Breakfast
reservations by 1+ guests supported
by student hospitality interns



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Donna L. Courville Maureen Curran Jeff DeRose
Attorney, Founder and Director, Vice President,
Boutin Jones Inc. The Orcas Institute Vision Service Plan,

Alumnni Parent

Garry Maisel Darold Mark Lisa Odom
President and CEO, Financial Planner Interior Design Consultant,
Western Health Advantage Alumni Parent
Darrell Steinberg Tina Thomas Marc Turtletaub
Former Mayor of Attorney, Downey Brand Producer, Director
Sacramento

Jackie Weintraub
Filmmaker and Early
Childhood Educator

Meristem’s mission is made possible by the support of
generous donors, dedicated volunteers, and impactful
partners. Your incredible support empowers young adults
with autism to achieve greater independence and
capacity, and helps build a world where neurodiverse
talents are celebrated and embraced.

Scan to learn more about Check out Voices of Community,
Meristem, discover ways to get Meristem’s TAP podcast. In 2024
involved, and follow us on social hundreds of listeners tuned in

media. from 13+ countries!
MERISTEM

(916) 963-1000 | info@meristem.pro | www.meristem.pro
9200 Fair Oaks Blvd., Fair Oaks, CA 95628



